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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
and  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York  : — 

The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents  in  the  City  of  New-York,  in  obedience  to  the  Act 
passed  March  29,  1824,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  number  of  children  in  the  House  of  Refuge  on  the  1st 


day  of  January,  1843,  was  - 306 

There  have  been  received  during  the  year,  - 224 

Making  a total,  for  the  year  1843,  of  - - £30 

The  number  remaining  in  the  House  on  the  1st  of 

January,  1844,  was 321 


Leaving  the  number  disposed  of  during  the  year,  - 209 


The  manner  in  which  they  have  been  disposed  of.  and  'the 
various  trades  and  callings  to  which  nearly  all  of  them  have 
been  indentured,  appear  in  detail  in  the  annexed  statement  of 
the  Superintendent. 

We  also  refer  to  the  Appendix  for  a detailed  account  of  the 
branches  of  business  carried  on  at  the  House,  and  of  the  amount 
of  work  done  by  the  children  during  the  year. 

The  whole  number  of  children  received  into  the  Refuge  from 
the  1st  of  January,  1825,  the  time  when  it  went  into  operation, 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1844,  was  3,320,  viz  : 2,367  boys,  and 
953  girls  ; and  the  number  of  children  bound  out  as  apprentices 
during  the  said  period,  was  2.995. 

i* 
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The  annexed  Report  of  Doctor  Carter,  shews  the  continued 
healthiness  of  the  establishment. 

We  are  enabled  to  speak  in  satisfactory  terms  of  the  officers 
connected  with  the  House  : to  the  efficiency  and  practical  good 
sense  of  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Terry,  it  has  become  almost 
superfluous  to  allude.  The  Female  Department,  under  its  ex- 
cellent Matron,  Mrs.  Wood,  receives,  the  approbation  of  the 
Ladies’  Committee,  to  whose  zealous  and  intelligent  co-operation 
we  take  pleasure  in  expressing  our  continued  obligation. 

By  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer,  hereto  annexed,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  receipts  during  the  last  year,  from  the 
several  sources  of  revenue,  together  with  a balance  of  $121  80 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  11th  of  January  last, 

amount  to $20,033  30 

And  the  disbursements  to  - - - 21,142  95 

Leaving  a balance  due  the  Treasurer,  of  - $1,109  65 

The  corporation  of  the  city  having  granted  to  us  the  use  of  a 
piece  of  ground  adjoining  our  premises  on  the  side  towards  the 
river,  the  value  of  which  to  the  Refuge  has  been  more  than 
once  alluded  to  in  our  former  reports,  it  became  necessary  to  en- 
close the  additional  space,  198  feet  wide,  by  113  feet  deep.  An 
admirably  constructed  wall,  22  feet  in  height,  has  accordingly 
been  built,  the  cost  of  which,  being  $2,977,  forms,  it  will  be 
seen,  one  of  the  chief  items  of  expenditure. 

The  other  principal  expense  has  been  incurred  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Croton  water  into  the  establishment.  The  great 
and  obvious  advantages  to  result  from  this  measure,  induced 
the  Managers  to  use  every  exertion  to  effect  it  at  the  earliest 
practicable  period.  By  a pipe  about  600  feet  in  length,  com- 
municating at  Twenty-fifth-street  with  that  which  supplies  the 
Alms-house,  the  water  is  introduced  into  the  premises,  and  it  is 
then  carried  into  every  part  where  it  can  possibly  be  needed, 
whether  for  cooking,  steam- washing,  and  other  household  pur- 
poses, or  for  those  of  personal  and  local  cleanliness.  Twelve 
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hundred  feet  of  hose  are  distributed  through  the  buildings,  fur- 
nishing an  ample  supply  to  every  floor,  and  thus  greatly  dimin- 
ishing the  danger  from  fire,  whether  accidental  or  designed.  A 
brick  sewer,  810  feet  in  length,  extends  from  the  grounds  to  the 
river,  by  which  all  the  surface  and  waste  water  is  carried  off’ 
and  thus  every  part  of  the  premises  is  completely  cleansed  and 
purified.  The  entire  apparatus,  is  believed  to  be  upon  at  least 
as  large  a scale,  and  as  complete  in  design  and  execution,  as 
any  that  has  yet  been  constructed. 

The  whole  cost  amounts  to  $3,919.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  by  the  introduction  of  this  water,  a saving  of  expense  will 
in  various  ways  be  effected : the  most  important,  of  course,  in 
the  matter  of  insurance.  Of  this  we  are  already  enabled  to 
speak.  The  amount  thought  necessary  to  be  insured  has  been 
diminished  from  30,000  to  $22,000.  The  annual  premium  for 
several  years  past  has  been  $600 : this  is  now  reduced  to 
$10S  55  ; making  a difference  of  $491  45  ; an  annual  saving 
in  this  particular  alone,  which  not  only  pays  the  interest,  but 
raises  a sinking  fund  that  will  in  a very  short  time  discharge 
the  principal.  Regarded,  therefore,  as  a matter  of  dollars  and 
cents,  and  with  that  discreet  reference  of  means  to  ends  which 
is  always  to  be  first  made,  especially  in  the  disbursement  of 
public  funds,  the  result  is  exceedingly  satisfactory. 

But  looking  at  it,  also,  in  a higher  point  of  view,  and  con- 
sidering not  only  how  greatly  the  health  and  the  comfort  of  all 
inhabiting  the  place  are  increased,  but  also  how  much  our  ulti- 
mate objects  are  promoted  by  the  close  connection  which  exists 
between  outward  cleanliness  and  neatness  and  improvement  in 
purity  and  elevation  of  character,  and  calling  to  mind  the  many 
other  great  establishments  through  which  the  like  benefits  are 
yet  to  be  diffused,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  ask  your  attention  to 
this  improvement,  as  a striking  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  that 
magnificent  work  which  will  probably  ever  be  looked  upon  as 
the  most  remarkable  in  the  history  of  our  city. 

The  general  principles  upon  which  our  Institution  rests,  and 
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their  practical  workings  in  detail  have  been  so  often  dwelt 
upon  in  former  reports,  that  we  are  unwilling  to  occupy  the 
valuable  time  of  public  men  witli  an  unnecessary  reception. 
The  array  of  facts  and  elaborate  commentary  upon  them  which 
were  highly  interesting  when  brought  to  elucidate  the  character 
of  an  unsettled  experiment,  can  hardly  be  needed  after  we  have 
taken  an  established  rank  among  the  Institutions  of  the  State. 
We  are  now,  if  ever,  at  liberty  to  assume  not  merely  the  useful- 
ness, but  the  indispensable  necessity  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 

There  is  one  point  however,  which  we  look  upon  as  sufficient- 
ly important  to  warrant  our  calling  to  it  the  attention  of  the 
public  authorities.  'We  mean  the  advanced  age  at  which  sub- 
jects are  frequently  sent  to  us  ; advanced,  that  is,  beyond  the 
limits  laid  down  by  the  Legislature. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  original  design  of  this  Institu- 
tion, was  to  receive  children  of  an  age  so  tender  as  to  afford  rea- 
sonable encouragement  for  their  reformation.  All  experience 
shews  what  all  reasoning  would  predict,  that  in  proportion  as 
this  principle  is  strictly  adhered  to,  the  results  are  favorable. 
The  mere  vagrant,  the  helpless  outcast,  the  child  uncared  for, 
sliding  gradually  but  certainly  into  dangerous  and  evil  cour- 
ses, all  summed  up  in  those  gentlest  of  reproachful  terms,  “ Ju- 
venile Delinquents,”  these  are  the  beings  whom  the  State 
stretches  forth  its  powerful  arm  to  arrest  in  their  downward  ca- 
reer. To  reclaim,  not  to  punish  them,  they  are  withdrawn 
from  a community  to  which  they  are  fast  becoming  enemies,  to 
be  returned  to  it  after  a season,  fitted  to  rank  among  its  harm- 
less, it  may  be,  its  valuable  members.  With  all  this,  the  idea  of 
an  age  advanced  enough  for  that  deliberate  crime  which  se- 
cures  to  its  perpetrator  the  severer  punishments  of  the  law  seems 
to  be  at  variance.  Such  accordingly  is  the  experience  of  kin- 
dred establishments.  The  French  Commissioners  were  told  at 
the  Philadelphia  House  of  Refuge,  that  “ Experience  has  shown 
that  after  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  there  is  little  hope  of  reforma- 
tion.” The  master  of  the  celebrated  London  Institution,  the 
Children’s  Friend  Society,  established  by  the  persevering  be- 
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nevolence  of  Captain  Brenton,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  speaking 
even  of  his  second  class  of  boys,  those  who,  neglected  or  desert- 
ed by  their  parents,  have  gained  a precarious  living  in  the  streets, 
says,  “in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  they  are  active,  intelligent,  and 
useful,  if  young,  but  when  of  the  age  of  sixteen  or  seventeen,  I 
find  them  so  confirmed  in  cunning  and  bad  habits,  that  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  be  of  any  use  to  them.”  Of  such  boys,  sent  to  him 
from  the  houses  of  correction,  he  of  course  expresses  still  less 
hope.  The  like  solicitude  to  draw  the  line  between  the  juvenile 
and  the  more  advanced  offender,  is  manifested  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  where  similar  institutions,  under  the  name  of  houses 
of  rescue,  appear  to  be  greatly  increasing  in  favor. 

Without  meaning  to  endorse  the  above  opinions  to  their  full 
extent,  our  own  general  experience,  although  individual  cases 
may  occasionally  present  exceptions,  strongly  impresses  us  with 
the  wisdom  of  the  limitation  in  the  Act  of  April  10,  1840, 
(amending  the  Revised  Statutes)  which  provides  that  “ whenever 
any  person  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  shall  be  convicted  of 
any  felony  or  other  crime,  the  Court,  instead  of  sentencing  such 
person  to  imprisonment  in  a State  prison,  or  County  jail,  may 
order  that  he  be  removed  to,  and  confined  in,  the  House  of  Ref- 
uge.” 

The  Act  of  April  16,  1S30,  authorizes  the  Governor  to  direct 
the  Agent  of  either  of  the  State  prisons,  whenever  the  Inspectors 
shall  recommend  the  same,  to  convey  any  convicts  who  shall 
be  under  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  to  the  House  of  Refuge, 
there  to  be  confined  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
said  House. 

This  can  hardly  be  looked  upon  as  a departure  from  the  above 
principle,  inasmuch  as  the  Inspectors  are  enabled  to  act  from 
personal  observation  and  knowledge  as  to  character  and  con- 
duct in  each  particular  case  ; their  discretion,  therefore,  may  be 
safely  allowed  a somewhat  greater  latitude. 

The  evil,  however,  that  we  complain  of  is,  that  these  legisla- 
tive limits  are  in  practice  greatly  exceeded.  Offenders  are  fre- 
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quently  sent  to  us  who,  if  within  the  legal  limits,  exhibit  a phys- 
ical and  mental  development  of  the  most  suspicious  precocity. 
In  truth,  they  are  not  unfrequently  found  to  be  nearer  twenty- 
one  than  sixteen.  An  instance  occurred  not  long  since,  of  a fe- 
male convicted  of  a serious  offence  and  sent  to  us  by  the  court ; 
her  appearance  indicated  that  she  might  well  be  of  age,  certainly 
older  than  eighteen,  beyond  which,  in  the  case  of  females,  our 
charter  declares  that  our  charge  and  power  shall  not  extend. 
Accordingly,  she  had  scarcely  arrived,  when  her  husband  made 
his  appearance  and  claimed  her  as  his  wife. 

We  desire,  therefore,  most  respectfully  to  suggest  to  the 
Courts  empowered  to  send  us  subjects,  the  necessity  of  great  care 
and  watchfulness  in  this  respect.  We  are  aware  of  the  difficulty 
of  guarding  against  imposition,  and  of  the  strong  motives  to 
practice  it  which  operate  upon  relatives  and  friends.  The  com- 
parative mildness  of  discipline  in  the  Refuge,  the  chances  of 
earlier  dismissal,  the  escape  from  the  total  ruin  of  a prison  edu- 
cation, above  all,  the  lessening  of  the  disgrace  which  is  felt  to 
be  reflected  upon  those  connected  with  the  criminal,  are  tempt- 
ing inducements  to  conceal  and  pervert  the  truth. 

The  consequences  are  serious  in  many  points  of  view.  In  the 
first  place,  an  escape  by  such  means  from  merited  punishment, 
is  a discredit  to  the  administration  of  the  laws,  and  offends  the 
general  sense  of  justice.  Again,  the  effect  of  introducing  such  a 
convict  among  a body  of  children  of  tender  age  and  susceptible 
impressions,  is  most  injurious.  Classification  of  subjects  in  a 
Refuge  is  not  very  practicable  ; the  true  principle  of  reformation 
in  such  a place,  is  to  make  the  inmates  present  as  close  an  imi- 
tation as  possible  of  the  family  life  : with  this,  separation  and 
isolation  are  inconsistent.  Such  anew  comer  calls  up  the  fasci- 
nating recollections  of  liberty  and  idleness,  and  makes  doubly 
irksome  restraint  and  industry.  He  lastly  leaves  the  Refuge, 
probably  unreformed,  and  his  subsequent  career  affects  unfavor- 
ably the  reputation  of  the  Institution,  and  the  general  character 
of  its  subjects. 
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Every  thing  around  us,  gives  reason  to  fear,  that  there  will 
not  very  soon  be  any  want  of  subjects  of  the  proper  age  for  our 
discipline.  The  experience  of  other  countries  in  this  matter,  is 
full  of  warning.  It  is  not  an  uninteresting  fact,  that  in  the  year 
1838,  there  were  in  the  prisons  of  England,  thirteen  thousand 
six  hundred  children  under  the  age  of  seventeen. 

We  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  to  your  Honorable 
Bodies,  our  firm  convictions,  strengthened  by  every  years  expe- 
rience, that  this  Institution,  under  its  proper  limitations,  satisfies, 
and  is  destined  to  satisfy,  the  strongest  anticipations  of  the  great 
and  good  men  by  whose  exertions  it  was  established.  It  was 
the  first  Institution  of  the  kind  founded  in  America ; the  first  in 
the  world,  as  far  as  we  know,  that  presented  the  happy  union 
of  public  and  private  action.  Furnished  with  its  subjects, 
and  fostered  and  supported,  by  the  public  authorities,  it  forms, 
as  it  were,  a branch  of  the  administrative  service  of  the  State: 
yet  it  is  entrusted  to  the  management  of  an  association  of  citi- 
zens, who,  without  the  slightest  hope  or  means  of  private 
gain,  independent  of  political  revolutions,  and  therefore  unper- 
plexed by  fear  of  change,  but  with  a deep  sense  of  their  respon- 
sibility, and  a natural  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  their  charge, 
are  enabled  to  devote  their  time  and  services  to  carrying  out,  from 
year  to  year,  a system  regular  and  consistent  with  itself,  unchang- 
ed except  by  the  improvements  which  experience  suggests.  It 
is  this  system  which  extorted  from  Captain  Hall,  albeit  unused 
to  the  laudatory  mood,  the  eulogium,  “ I have  rarely  seen  in  any 
country  an  Institution  containing  less  admixture  of  speculative 
quackery,  or  better  calculated  to  remedy  acknowledged  evils, 
by  getting  at  their  source  and  checking  their  growth.  A boun- 
ty on  virtue,  in  short,  is  offered  to  these  young  people,  by 
shewing  them  while  their  tastes  and  habits  are  yet  ductile,  the 
practical  advantages  of  good  conduct.” 

The  Refuge  has  now  been  in  operation  a sufficient  length  of 
time  to  develope,  and  enable  us  justly  to  appreciate  its  results. 
Scarcely  a week  passes  that  we  do  not  receive  visits  from  its 
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former  inmates,  neat  in  appearance,  with  cheering  prospects, 
many  of  them  settled  in  life,  and  with  families  around  them  ; 
returning  to  see  and  bless  the  place,  which,  in  their  often  re- 
peated and  expressive  phrase,  £t  was  the  making  of  them.” 

There  is  no  quackery  in  the  means  by  which  these  results 
are  effected.  The  child  at  the  Refuge  is  brought  up  in  habits 
of  cleanliness,  order  and  industry,  instructed  in  a trade  by 
which  to  live,  and  furnished  with  an  education,  plain,  simple, 
and  in  keeping  with  his  future  prospects,  yet  of  a kind  which 
has  enabled  many  of  our  citizens  to  raise  themselves  to  stations 
of  distinguished  usefulness.  His  morals  are  strictly  and  care- 
fully attended  to,  his  evil  propensities  sought  to  be  checked,  and 
his  good  resolves  encouraged,  by  the  aid  of  that  religion,  with- 
out which,  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  speak  from 
experience,  efforts  to  reform  are  in  most  cases  unavailing.  The 
last  gift  to  him,  as  he  is  dismissed  into  the  world,  is  the  Bible, 
that  book  to  him  most  precious  and  most  elevating,  for  it  teaches 
him  that  “ there  is  joy  in  Heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth.” 

By  this  system  we  strive  to  justify  the  opinion  of  the  great 
Clinton,  that  “ the  houses  of  Refuge  are  the  best  penitentiary 
establishments  which  have  been  conceived  by  the  genius  of 
man,  and  instituted  by  his  benevolence.” 

STEPHEN  ALLEN,  President. 


John  H.  Gourlie,  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


TO  THE  HONORABLE  STEPHEN  ALLEN,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
REFORMATION  OF  JUVENILE 
DELINQUENTS. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  there  have  been  five  deaths  among 
the  children  in  this  Institution.  Yet  the  agaTeo-ate  amount  of 
sickness  during  the  past  year,  has  very  little  exceeded  that  of 
the  previous  one,  circumstances  beyond  our  control  having 
contributed  to  this  result. 

Of  the  five  who  have  passed  into  eternity,  three  came  to  the 
Refuge  with  incurable  diseases,  and  the  other  two  with  vitiated 
and  broken  down  constitutions,  ill  prepared  to  resist  even  a 
slight  attack  of  disease.  Two  of  the  three  former,  entered  the 
hospital  soon  after  they  were  received,  and  remained  there  until 
their  death  ; a period  of  more  than  twelve  months. 

The  deaths  were  as  lollows  : Two  from  consumption , one 
from  disease  of  the  spine,  one  from  marasmus , and  one  from 
disease  of  the  heart.  Four  of  the  five,  who  have  died,  were 
colored  children.  This  fact  leads  me  to  remark  that  in  this 
institution,  the  number  of  deaths  among  the  colored  children 
in  proportion  to  their  number,  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  whites, 

2 


11 
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in  proportion  nearly  as  four  to  one.  This  fact  speaks  for  itself, 
and  shows  conclusively  that  the  colored  children  do  not  bear 
confinement  so  well  as  the  white. 

There  was  nothing  remarkable  in  the  character  of  the  diseases 
of  this  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  influenza , which  occur- 
ed  in  the  month  of  June,  and  which  affected  nearly  all  the  chil- 
dren simultaneously.  Some,  however,  were  more  severely  at- 
tacked than  others,  but  the  disease  soon  passed  off  without  pro- 
ducing any  serious  consequences. 

The  number  of  cases  of  inflamed  eyes,  was  much  less  than 
those  of  the  preceding  year,  yet,  they  have  been  more  difficult  of 
cure,  especially  among  the  girls;  owing,  in  part,  to  their  con- 
nection with  other  diseases,  which  their  own  imprudence  has 
entailed  upon  themselves.  There  are  now  a number  of  cases 
of  sore  eyes  among  the  girls  under  treatment,  all  of  which,  I 
have  pleasure  in  stating,  are  decidedly  improving.  There  are 
also  a number  of  cases  under  treatment  among  the  boys,  but 
none  of  a serious  or  alarming  character. 

There  are  now  confined  in  the  hospitals  some  six  or  eight 
patients  with  ottier  diseases,  none  of  them,  however,  indicating 
any  immediate  danger ; on  the  whole,  the  general  health  of  the 
children  has  been  good. 

While  fevers  have  been  less  frequent  among  the  children  this 
year  than  heretofore,  the  number  of  scrofulous  patients  was 
greatly  increased,  especially  during  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
owing,  I have  no  doubt,  in  a great  measure,  to  the  then  imper- 
fect ventilation  of  the  school-rooms  and  work-shops.  Soon  after 
means  were  taken  to  correct  this  evil,  a decided  improvement 
took  place  among  the  boys,  both  in  their  health  and  general  ap- 
pearance. 

The  introduction  of  the  Croton  water  into  the  Refuge,  has  been 
another  means  of  checking  the  increase  of  that  formidable  dis- 
ease. The  frequent  ablution  of  the  body  to  which  the  children 
are  subjected,  greatly  invigorates  the  strength  and  renders  more 
cheerful  and  active  tire  mental  faculties.  And  here  I may.  be 
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permitted  to  remark,  that  every  thing  which  tends  to  make  the 
children  clean,  cheerful  and  contented,  not  only  improves  and 
confirms  their  general  health,  but  is  also  a powerful  means  in 
affecting  their  reformation.  Every  kind  attention  and  tender 
treatment,  which  they  may  properly  receive  from  their  keepers, 
whether  in  sickness  or  health,  strikes  a chord  -in  their  hearts, 
which  calls  into  action  all  their  better  feelings,  and  renders  them 
more  susceptible  of  receiving  and  retaining  tne  good  counsel  or 
their  benefactors.  The  mind  must  be  administered  to  as  well 
as  the  body,  in  order  to  make  the  children  healthy  and  obedient : 
for  after  all  the  mind  has  a most  powerful  influence  over  the  dis- 
eases of  the  body,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  giving  it  that  kind  of 
medicine,  which  will  bring  it  under  the  control  ot  reason  ; then 
your  object  and  wishes  are  accomplished — the  reformation  ot 
the  delinquent. 

GALEN  CARTER,  M.  D. 

167  Brooms  street.  January,  1S44. 


TEACHER’S  REPORT. 


MALE  DEPARTMENT. 

There  are  now  in  this  department,  250  Boys. 

Of  whom  that  read  well  there  are,  . Ill 

That  read  in  books  generally,  . . 70 

That  read  easy  lessons,  . . 54 

That  read  and  spell  words  of  from  2 to  4 letters,  15 

250 


Are  in  Addition,  . . ,44 

“ Subtraction,  . . 35 

“ Multiplication,  . . 33 

“ Division,  . . 48 

“ Compound  Rules,  . . 39 

Reduction,  . . .17 

Fractions,  ...  9 

Rule  of  three,  . . .18 

Roots,  . . , .7 

250 


That  write  on  paper,  106 


There  have  entered  during  the  past  year,  139  boys 

Of  whom  that  did  not  know  the  English  Alphabet, 
there  were,  11 

Could  spell  words  of  from  2 to  4 letters,  . 29 

Could  read  easy  lessons,  . . .40 

Could  read  in  books  generally,  . . 42 

Could  read  well,  . . . .17 

139 

That  were  entirely  unacquainted  with  Arithmetic,  113 
Commenced  with  Subtraction,  . . 12 

“ Multiplication,  . 6 

“ Division,  . . 7 

“ Reduction,  . . 1 

139 
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That,  were  classed,  when  they  entered,  on  paper.  15 
The  balance  (124)  on  slates,  124 

139 


The>-e  have  been  discharged  during  the  past  year.  140  boys. 
O',  whom  that  could  read  well  there  v’ere,  72 

would  read  in  books  generally,  33 

Could  read  easy  lessons,  33 


Could  spell  and  read  words  of  2 to  4 letters.  2 

140 

[The  two  last  were  small  colored  boys  ] 


That  were  in  Addition,  . . 14 

Subtraction,  . . 20 

Multiplication,  . ^ 26 

“ Division,  . . 26 

“ Compound  Rules,  . 10 

“ Reduction,  . .17 

“ Fractions,  . . 9 

i:  Rule  of  three,  . .10 

Interest,  . . 3 

11  Tare  and  Tret  1,  in  Annuities  1 , 2 

140 

That  wrote  on  paper,  75 


FEMALE  DEPARTMENT. 


Up  to  the  date  when  my  labors  closed  in  this  department, 
there  had  entered  since  the  last  Annual  Report.  53  girls. 

Of  these  there  were,  that  could  spell  words  of  from 


2 to  4 letters, 

Could  read  easy  lessons. 

Could  read  in  books  generally, 

Could  read  well, 

Were  entirely  unacquainted  with  Arithmetic, 
Commenced  with  Subtraction. 

“ “ Multiplication, 


12 

14 

19 


S 

53 

49 


•2 


53 


But  one  when  she  entered  was  classed  on  paper, 


1 
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There  had  been  discharged  63  girls. 

()]’ whom  that  could  read  well  there  were, 

Could  read  in  books  generally 
Could  read  easy  lessons, 

Could  spell  words  of  from  2 (o  4 letters, 


26 

15 

19 

3 

63 


Were  in  Addition, 

“ Subtraction, 

“ Multiplication, 

“ Division, 

“ Denominate  Numbers, 

“ Rule  of  three, 

“ Interest, 


14 

15 
5 

11 

15 

2 

1 


Wrote  on  paper 


31 


T.  C.  McKENNEE,  Teacher . 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1843 


The  whole  number  of  children  received  into  the  Refuge  since  its 
establishment  in  1825,  is  3,320. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  Institution  on  the  1st.  of  January, 


1843,  was  as,  viz: — 

White  Boys,  - - - - - - 201 

White  Girls,  ------  56 

Colored  Boys,  ------  39 

Colored  Girls,  - - - - - - 1 0 

306 

Received  during  the  year  1843  : — 

White  Boys, 133 

White  Girls,  ------  56 

Colored  Boys, 27 

Colored  Girls,  ------  8 

224 

Total  during  the  year,  530 


Of  these  we  have  disposed  of  209,  viz: — 


White  Boys, 120 

White  Girls, 50 

Colored  Boys,  ------  30 

Colored  Girls,  ......  9 

209 


Leaving  on  the  1st  of  January,  1844  : — 
White  Boys,  - - - 

White  Girls,  - - - - 

Colored  Boys,  - - - 

Colored  Girls,  - - - - 


214 

62 

36 

9 

321 


530 
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A TABLE  SHOWING  THE  SOURCES  FROM  WHICH  WE  RECEIVED  224 


CHILDREN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1843,  viz  : 


White 

White  1 

Cot’d  ; 

Col’d 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Gir.s. 

Total. 

From  the  New  York  Police  Office, 

44 

40! 

7 

4 

95 

it 

a u 

Sessions, 

41 

5[ 

8 

o 

54 

H 

((  It 

Commissioners  of 

j 

Alms  House, 

5 

2 

1 

1 

9 

a 

Albany  Sessions, 

6 

0 

1 

0 

7 

it 

Brooklyn, 

5 

o 

0 

0 

5 

u 

Saratoga  County, 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

it 

Cayuga 

It 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

(C 

Osweero 

a 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

tt 

Chemung 

it 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

it 

Broome 

it 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

it 

Niagara 

n 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

il 

Ontario 

tt 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

a 

Ulster 

tt 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

it 

Oneida 

tt 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

it 

Suffolk 

it 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

tt 

St.  Lawrence  “ 

] 

0 

1 

0 

2 

a 

Columbia 

ti 

1 

0 

c 

0 

1 

tt 

Monroe 

it 

1 

1 

1 

0 

3 

tt 

Orleans 

ti 

1 

! o 

C 

0 

i 

tt 

Onondaga 

ti 

1 

0 

c 

0 

i 

it 

Erie 

a 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

tt 

Rensselaer 

tt 

0 

1 

c 

c 

i 

120 

49 

21 

/ 

197 

Returned,  after 

having  been  given  to 

friends,  or  Indentured, 

13 

7 

6 

1 

27 

133 

56 

27 

s|  224 

The  Parentage  of  169  While  children  received  during  the  year,  is 


here  given : — 

Gf  Irish  Parentage,  - . 92 

“ American  do.  - - 47 

“ English  do.  - - 22 

“ Scotch  do.  5 

“ German  do.  2 

“ French  do.  1 


169 


Americans,  47  ; Foreign,  122. 
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A TABLE  SHOWING  THE  DISPOSITION  MADE  OF  209  CHILDREN  DURING 


THE  YEAR  1843. 


White 

White 

Col’d 

Col’d 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Indentured  to  Farmers, 

82 

c 

23 

0 

105 

u 

Hatters, 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

£' 

Blacksmiths,  - 
Sea  Service, 

3 

0 

0 

0 

o 

U 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

£f 

Book  Binders, 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

ll 

Shoemakers, 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

U 

One,  to  each  of  the  follow- 

ing,  viz  : — Chairmaker, 
Painter,  Miller,  Sadler, 
Cabinet  Maker,  Confec- 
tioner, Mason,  Cooper, 
and  Brittania  Manufactu- 

ler, 

9 

c 

0 

0 

9 

IL 

To  Huusewifery,  - 

0 

43 

0 

8 

51 

Discharge <! 

criven  un  to  friends,  or  sent  to 

xheAh 

is  I louse, 

15 

C 

3 

1 

25 

Escaped, 

Deceased, 

. 

0 

1 

0 

c 

1 

- 

1 

0 

4 

0 

5 

120 

50 

30 

S 

209 

'IS  OF  197  CHILDREN  WHO  WERE  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1843. 

7 were  8 years  old. 

7 “ 9 


4 

“ 10 

a 

5 

“ 11 

a 

23 

“ 12 

k L 

29 

“ 13 

'• 

30 

“ 14 

k k 

50 

“ 15 

k k 

42 

“ 10 

kk 

197 

averaging 

13  years,  9 months  and  3 days 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  BOYS. 

During  the  year  of  which  we  now  report,  the  hoys  have  been  em- 
ployed at  getting  out  from  the  rough  plank,  chair  seat  frames,  and 
then  filling  them  with  cane,  prepared  on  the  premises  by  the  children 
for  that  purpose.  They  have  also  been  engaged  at  manufacturing 
razor-strops,  pocket-books,  and  paper  cases  of  various  patterns. 

The  making  and  mending  of  the  shoes  worn  by  the  children  is  do ' 3 
by  them  on  the  premises. 

The  washing,  making,  and  mending,  for  the  whole  family  is  done 
by  the  children. 


WORK  DONE  AT  THE  FEMALE  HOUSE  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1843. 


{ 

GARMENTS, 

& C . MADE. 

Frocks 

made 

126 

Door  Mats 

7 

Aprons 

a 

406 

Sun  Bonnets  “ 

12 

Chemises 

a 

146 

Straw  hats 

Stockings,  heels 

Bleached,  and 

lined,  and  toes 

made  up  “ 

4 

run 

a 

340  pr  i 

Valance 

6 

Jackets 

tc 

139 

Rollers  11 

54 

Pants 

it 

493 

Caps  for  the 

Shirts 

it 

626 

Hospital 

10 

/Sheets 

a 

216 

: Knee  pads  to 

Quilts 

u 

2 

scrub' on  “ 

12 

Comfortables 

u 

65 

Towels  for  Cov- 

Pillow  Cases 

u 

79 

1 ers 

26 

Bed  Ticks 

t'» 

opt) 

1 Carpet  Balls  :: 

398 

Shoes  Bound 

50  pr 

j Blankets  hem- 

Skirts with 

med  and  mar- 

Waists 

u 

65 

| ked 

60 

Spreads 

a 

1-10 

1 Church  Cush- 

Handkerchief 

& 

1011 

1 

hemmed 

136 

i Chair  Cushion  “ 

1 

. 1 

Suspenders 

{< 

240  pr 

! Badge  Ribbons 

Stocking  strings 

hemmed 

65 

hemmed 

a 

140  pr 

! Pillow  Ticks  “ 

19 

Curtains 

u 

21 

1 Cloaks 

5 

Cooks  Towel 

^ a 

24 

i Letters  Marked  : 

. 7400 

Shades 

U 

14 

PHGEBE  H.  WOOD,  Slalron. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  DAILY  JOURNAL  OF  1843. 

January  3d. 

S.  M.,  was  this  day  returned  to  her  parents,  who  have  removed 

from  the  city  and  located  themselves  in  county,  convenient  to 

a good  school  and  other  privileges  desirable  to  a family.  By  order 
of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Acting 
Committee. 

January  6th. 

H.  A.  C.,  a colored  girl,  having  been  seriously  indisposed  for  some 
time  past,  it  was  thought  proper  to  allow  her  parents  (who  are  clever 
persons)  to  take  the  charge  of  her ; as  they  were  very  anxious  to 
do  so. 

January  8 ill. 

W.  P.  and  VV.  E.,  were  this  day  received  from  the  Lower  Police. 

January  9th. 

D.  J.,  was  this  day  taken  into  the  Refuge,  upon  his  own  application. 
He  had  been  restored  to  his  father  who  was  on  the  eve  of  removing  to 
the  country,  but  he  returned  to  the  city  again  in  the  course  of  a few 
weeks,  and  returning  to  his  cups  again,  his  son  became  weary  of  him 
and  wished  to  be  in  his  old  home  again. 

January  12  th. 

T.  E.  A.,  was  this  day  Indentured  toD.  C.,  of' — Town  and 

Post  Office,  M.  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Farmer.  Order  from  the  Indenturing 
Committee;  had  been  in  13  months. 

Last  evening  upon  our  return  from  the  Committee,  we  found  at  the 
office,  one  who  had  been  an  inmate  of  our  family  several  years  ago. 
She  had  her  babe,  and  was  accompanied  by  her  husband.  She 
originally  came  to  our  gate  in  the  evening,  and  asked  us  to  take  her 
in,  we  did  so.  She  had  left  her  mother  who  was  trudging  about  the 
streets  of  New  York  in  a state  of  intoxication. 

The  girl  behaved  well  whilst  with  us,  and  behaved  well  whilst  an 
apprentice,  and  has  married  respectably.  We  were  happy  to  see  her 
and  give  her  entertainment.  This  afternoon  we  sent  them  to  the 
steam  boat  as  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  north  west  part  of  this 
state  to  settle. 

January  28 th. 

B.J  ,,’was  entertained  last  night  on  the  premises.  He  brought  a line 
from  his  master,  showing  that  he  had  been  permitted  to  visit  the  Re- 
fuge and  his  parents.  He  has  an  excellent  master  and  he  makes  a 
fair  apprentice. 
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February  del. 

C.  A.  M.,  was  this  clay  returned  by  her  master,  who,  we  are  fully 
persuaded,  has  discharged  his  duty  to  her  ; but  she  seems  quite  indis- 
posed to  discharge  her  duties  as  an  apprentice.  We  must,  therefore, 
give  her  another  probation  here. 

February  8lh. 

Of  a family  of  312  children,  we  have  but  one  confined  to  bed,  and 
we  have  food  and  raiment,  and  bed  and  bedding  for  them  all.  With  all 
the  means  at  hand,  we  trust,  for  their  well  being  in  every  sense. 
Thanks  to  the  Father  of  mercies. 

February  14th. 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  50  Bibles  from  the  New  York  Bible 
Society.  Fromthis  Society  we  have  received  from  the  beginning  of 
our  day,  about  3,000  copies  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  A copy  is  given 
to  every  child  indentured,  and  it  is  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  Inden- 
ture, that  every  child  upon  being  free,  is  to  receive  “ a new  Bible.” 

February  28th. 

O.  B.  L.,  was  this  day  received  from  the  Niagara  County  Court  of 
General  Sessions. 

March  6th. 

J.  S.,  came  to  see  us  accompanied  by  his  wife.  He  served  his  time 
out  several  years  ago,  and  is  now  lesiding  in  this  city,  a worthy  man. 
From  him  we  learned  that  his  sister,  formerly  an  inmate  here,  is  now 
married,  has  two  children,  and  her  husband  is  a sober,  industrious  me- 
chanic. J.  informed  us  that  his  brother,  W.,  who  was  formerly  here, 
has  served  out  the  term  of  his  apprenticeship  and  is  now  doing  well  for 
himself. 

March  19  th. 

P.  F.,  a colored  girl,  and  H.  S.,  a white  boy,  called  in  to  see  us  this 
day,  both  have  served  out  the  term  of  their  apprenticeship  and  are 
clearly  the  better  for  having  been  here. 

March  25th. 

J.  McN.,  called  in  to  see  us.  He  spent  last  winter  at  school.  Having 
served  out  his  apprenticeship,  he  is  now  proposing  to  go  at  his  busi- 
ness, Saddle  and  Harness  making,  in  this  city. 

April  3d. 

M.  J.  now  the  master  of  a vessel  between  a port  in  Maine  and  this 
city,  attended  our  chapel  service  yesterday,  his  master  deceased  before 
his  apprenticeship  expired,  but  told  him  before  his  decease,  to  consider 
his  house  as  home. 

April  13th. 

County,  who  brought  P.  W.  to  us,  said 
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that  E.  H.,a  lad  we  gave  him  in  1832,  was  now  an  excellent  man, 
pious,  married,  the  owner  of  a house  and  lot,  and  carrying  on  business 
(Tanning)  on  his  own  account. 

April  1 4//i. 

T.  C.,  one  of  our  sons  came  to  see  us,  he  served  his  time  out  with 
the  good  will  of  his  master,  he  is  now  23  years  of  age  and  in  business 
for  himself.  His  appearance  is  just  what  we  could  wish  for  all  our 
boys.  Through  him  we  hear  of  the  well  doing  of  others,  yet  in  their 
apprenticeship,  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  resides. 

April  17th. 

D.  G.,  one  of  thefirst  fifty  we  received  into  the  Refuge,  and  at  that 

time  14  years  of  age,  came  to  see  us,  saying  : “ T desire  to  see  my 

old  home  once  more,  this  place  was  the  making  of  me.”  Whilst  he 
was  an  apprentice,  we  had  satisfactory  accounts  of  his  conduct,  and  so 
we  have  had  since.  He  is  now  a member  of  a religious  society,  the 
father  of  three  children,  keeps  the  yard  (for  Tanning)  his  master  for- 
merly occupied,  and  feels  encouraged  with  his  prospect  of  securing  a 
comfortable  provision  for  his  family. 

J.  B.,  a colored  boy,  called  to  make  his  annual  visit ; his  master 
gave  him  leave  of  absence  for  two  days. 

E.  J.,  called  in,  he  is  now  a hearty,  good  looking  young  man,  is  well 
married,  and  carrying  on  his  business,  (Shoemaking)  in  a thrifty  town 
on  the  borders  of  the  Hudson. 

April  20th.  ■ 

Our  good  friend  and  the  friend  of  our  children,  Doctor  Proudfit, 
has  ceased  from  his  labors  and  entered  into  rest. 

J May  8 th. 

E.  J.,  was  this  day  indentured  to  J.  P.  R.  of  the  town  and  county 
of  M.,  Farmer.  Mr.  R , now  has  one  of  our  lads  whose  apprenticeship 
has  nearly  expired.  Mr.  R.,  says  he  has  been  “ first  rate,”  and  says  his 
neighbor  has  got  another,  wdio  is  above  “ all  price.” 

Sunday , JAay  141/t. 

This  afternoon,  by  appointment,  we  had  a discourse  delivered  to  our 
children,  to  improye  the  event  of  the  decease  of  our  lamented  friend, 
Doctor  Proudfit.  Colonel  Stone  was  present  and  gave  an  interesting 
sketch  of  the  birth,  education,  ministry,  public  services  and  philan- 
tropic  character  of  the  Doctor.  Several  of  the  Managers  with  Ladies 
were  present  on  the  occasion. 

June  2d. 

J.  M.  B.,  came  in  to  see  us,  he  reports  himself  in  from  a three  years 
and  seven  months  voyage,  has  been  very  successful.  It  has  been  his 
custom  for  years  to  call  and  see  us,  upon  his  arrival.  His  appearance 
is  proper  and  pleasing. 
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June  14th. 

F.  H.,  a colored  boy,  who  has  just  completed  the  term  for  which  die 
was  indentured,  calls  to  see  us  in  his  freedom  suit,  and  that  declares 
that  he  had  a liberal  master. 

June  23 d. 

A.  M.,  who  is  now  out  of  her  time,  came  to  see  us,  bearing  a highly 
satisfactory  letter  hum  the  Pastor  of  the  Church  with  which  she  is 
connected. 

J.  M.,  who  was  indentured  3 years  ago,  was  permitted  by  his  mas- 
ter to  make  us  a visit.  The  master  himself  called  a few  days  since 
and  gives  a good  account  of  this  lad. 

Ju  ne  24th. 

A Committee  having  been  appointed  by  our  Board  of  Managers,  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  Croton  water  on  our  premises  ; they  "were 
here  to  day  making  a general  survey  of  the  premises,  preparatory  to 
what  will  be  a great  work  with  us. 

July  5 ih. 

We  were  favored  with  the  presence  of  his  excellency,  Governor 
Bouck  and  suite,  his  honor  the  Mayor  and  many  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  together  with  other  gentlemen,  who  went  through 
the  several  buildings  and  premises  generally,  and  seemed  gratified  with 
the  condition  of  this  large  family. 

July  11th. 

E.  J.,  formerly  an  inmate  here,  but  now  married  and  a mother,  called 
in  to  see  us. 

July  13th. 

This  morning  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  city  and  county  came  in, 
without  any  previous  notice  to  us,  of  course  : passed  through  all  the 
departments  of  the  Institution,  and  retired  expressing  themselves  as  be- 
ing exceedingly  gratified  with  what  they  saw. 

July  21st. 

This  day  we  broke  ground  for  the  purpose  of  laying  pipes  for  the 
Croton  water. 

July  22 d. 

M.  S.,  came  to  our  gate  and  begged  to  be  re-admitted,  as  her  pa- 
rents, b}T  her  account,  and  as  the  Police  Justices  believe,  use  her  so 
hard  she  would  prefer  to  be  in  the  Refuce.  She  is  row  with  us. 

M.  D.  E.,  now  a School  Teacher,  formerly  under  our  care,  makes 
application  to  have  a girl  indentured  to  him,  to  assist  in  his  family. 
He  has  a wife  and  3 children. 

July  29th. 

N.  M.,  was  this  day  received  again  into  the  Refuge,  upon  her  own 
application.  She  says  her  master  was  so  hard  with  her.  she  would 
much  prefer  being  in  the  Refuge. 


28 


APPENDIX. 


f 


July  31sfi 

H.  J„  now  a fine  young  man,  and  nearly  of  age,  called  in  to  see  us; 
he  is  learning  the  Art  of  Printing,  and  promises  fair  to  be  useful  to 
himself  and  others. 

August  1st. 

E.  McC.,  called  in.  She  is  now  married  and  comfortable. 

August  3d. 

T.  R.  came  in.  She  served  her  time  with  much  credit  to  herself, 
she  is  now  married  and  resides  in  this  city  ; as  nice  a looking  woman 
as  you  would  find  in  a days  walk. 

August  5th. 

The  Croton  water  was  let  in  upon  our  premises  to-day,  at  the  ring- 
ing of  the  12  o’clock  bell ; amidst  three  hearty  cheers  from  our  boys. 

August  7th. 

M.  F.,  has  served  her  time  out  like  a good  girl,  and  before  24  hours 
had  elapsed  after  her  arrival  in  the  city  at  the  home  of  her  parents,  she 
hasted  to  see  her  care-takers  at  the  Refuge.  She  has  been  absent 
3 years. 

August  1 Oth. 

This  day  the  mechanics  have  commenced  building  a sewer,  which 
when  finished  will  be  from  6 to  800  feet  in  length,  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  all  the  surface  and  waste  water,  and  all  the  filth  from 
these  premises  to  the  River. 

August  11  th. 

The  master  of  P.  R.  C.,  called  in  and  said  “ P.  is  a first  rate  boy 
and  has  been  for  nearly  6 years  last  past,  he  is  very  studious  and  thinks 
of  entering  the  Ministry  at  a future  day.” 

August  17  th. 

E B.  and  M.  M.,  visited  us  this  day.  The  first  has  served  her  time- 
out with  much  acceptance  to  her  master,  who  has  given  a good  ac- 
count her  of  during  her  apprenticeship ; the  other  brings  a line  from  her 
master,  showing  that  she  has  behaved  with  propriety  and  has  bis  per- 
mission to  visit  her  friends. 

August  26 th. 

m 

J.  K.,  having  served  his  time  out,  called  in  to  see  us ; he  looks  as 
though  he  had  been  under  the  care  of  a good  master,  and  we  judge 
that  his  master  has  had  a good  apprentice. 

September  12  th. 

M.  A.,  one  of  our  girls  who  has  served  her  time  out  with  accept- 
ance visited  us  and  will  spend  a day  or  two  with  us,  as  she  is  an  or- 
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phan  and  has  no  other  home.  It  is  likely  she  will  have  one,  how- 
ever, in  a short  time. 

September  1 9th. 

J.  R.  having  been  a faithful  apprentice,  came  to  New  York  to  visit 
his  friends,  he  said,  and  the  tears  started  to  his  eyes  ; “ This  Institution 
has  proved  a great  blessing  to  me,  I do  not  know  but  I should  have 
been  on  the  gallows  but  for  it.”  He  is  a promising  citizen. 

September  28th. 

F.  J.  F.  and  J.  L , were  received  from  the  O county  Court 

of  General  Sessions. 

September  29 111. 

M.  G.,  was  this  day  received  from  the  St.  L — county  Court 

of  General  Sessions. 

October  2d. 

This  has  been  the  Quarterly  visiting  day  for  parents,  and  we  have 
had  them  in  abundance. 

October  3 d. 

We  have  this  day  made  out  indentures  for  eight  children,  and  have 
received  five  into  the  house. 

October  7 ill. 

IT.  J.  and  W.  L , were  this  day  received  from  the  O.  county  Court 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

October  28th. 

J.  F.,  being  permitted  by  his  master  to  visit  the  city  to  see  his  friends 
Called  to  see  us,  he  is  now  a full  grown  man  in  stature  and  in  manners, 
has  been  at  his  place  six  years,  a credit  to  all  who  have  bestowed  care 
upon  him 

October  30 ill. 

With  much  regret  we  to-day  part  with  a friend  of  the  Institution, 
Mr.  B.  S.  Collins,  who  for  many  years  has  been  one  of  its  Managers 
and  an  active  member  of  its  most  laborious  committee. 

October  31st. 

The  wall  around  the  lot,  recently  granted  us  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, is  now  completed  and  ready  to  be  thrown  open  to  our  use. 

November  6th. 

S.  L.,  behaved  herself  well  during  the  term  of  her  apprenticeship, 
and  arriving  in  town  this  day,  she  called  to  see  us. 

November  20th. 

The  Mayor  of  the  city  with  General  Bertrand  and  several  other 
strangers  of  distinction,  visited  the  Institution  this  morning. 

3* 
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November  24. Ih. 

We  were  this  day  visited  by  our  Board  of  Managers  and’  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  ; they  inspected  the  premises  generally. 

November  30th. 

L.  W.,  now  25  years  of  age,  married,  and  a father,  called  in  to  see 
us.  He  faithfully  served  his  master  in  a mountainous  region  of  coun- 
try, and  has  taken  up  an  80  acre  lot  for  himself,  built  a log  cabin  and 
barn,  and  expects  to  succeed  to  better  days.  We  wish  him  good 
1 uck ! 

December  9th. 

J.  D.,  who  has  been  out  about  three  years,  visited  us,  a manly  look- 
ing fellow  and  promising  to  turn  out  a good  mechanic,  and  a good 
citizen  through  the  agency  of  this  house. 

December  14th. 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  our  Acting  Committee,  our 
children  were  to-day  assembled  in  our  chapel,  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Governor  read  and  explained  to  them,  and  such  advices  added  as  we 
trust  were  suitable  for  the  occasion.  They  were  also  treated  with  the 
extra  provisions,  our  Managers  were  pleased  to  order  for  them. 


LETTERS 


FROM  MASTERS  WHOSE  APPRENTICES  ARE  STILL  WITH  THEM. 

BOYS. 


January  28,  1843. 

Respected  Friends  : 

With  satisfaction  I address  you  a few  lines  informing  you 
that  my  family  is  in  good  health,  and  in  particular  of  J.  R.  He  has 
enjoyed  good  health  ever  since  he  has  been  with  me  and  has  been  a 
very  good  boy.  I admire  his  disposition  much.  I have  scarcely  had 
occasion  to  speak  a cross  word  to  him ; he  appears  to  be  well  satisfied 
and  happy.  John’s  respects  to  Mr.  Terry  and  wishes  him  to  see  his 
sister  and  give  his  love  to  her,  and  tell  her  he  likes  the  country  very 
much. 

My  respects  to  you,  and  friend  A.  R.  T. 


Februanj  1st,  1843. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I have  received  your  letter  of  19th  December,  and  am 
happy  to  see  the  desire  you  manifest  as  to  the  present  and  future 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  FI.  C.  who  you  indentured  to  me.  I am 
happy  that  I am  able  to  inform  you  that  he  is  still  with  me,  and  that 
he  is  honest,  industrious,  and  is  daily  tending  school,  and  he  also 
shows  an  ambition  of  future  respectability  and  usefulness.  I acknow- 
ledge that  I have  been  negligent  in  not  informing  you  before  of  the 
sta°e  and  condition  of  your  child,  and  I hope  you  will  pardon  my 
neglect. 

I remain  your  friend, 

J.  J.  B. 


March  18  th,  1S43. 

Dear  Sir  : 

According  to  your  request  I will  this  afternoon  write  you  a 
few  lines  in  respect  to  P.  W.,  and  I ask  for  an  excuse  for  not  writing 
before.  Bv  a wise  and  overruling  Providence  we  have  been  much 
afflicted  with  the  scarlet  fever,  the  whole  family  (with  the  exception 
of  Peter)  were  sick  at  one  time,  but  we  have  all  been  spared  and' 
have  recovered  from  our  sickness.  Peter’s  health  is  good  and  from 
all  appearance,  is  well  contented.  He  is  a good  boy  and  does  every 
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thing  to  please  us.  He  feels  to  me  almost  as  my  child,  and  I can 
assure  you  that  I do  my  utmost  to  bring  him  up  in  the  way  he 
should  go,  that  when  he  is  old  he  may  not  depart  from  it.  1 have 
been  sending  him  to  school  this  winter.  In  his  learning  he  progresses 
slowly  but  1 hope  that  he  will  make  a pretty  good  scholar.  In  the 
summer  he  attends  Sunday  school,  and  whenever  convenient  he 
attends  church. 

Yours  with  respect, 

To  David  Terry.  G.  V. 


Mr.  David  Terry, 

Dear  Sir: 

The  Managers  of  your  Institution  are  desirous  to  obtain 
information  in  relation  to  G.  H.,  a lad  whom  we  took  from  your  pa- 
ternal care  in  the  year  1840,  as  the  superintendent  of  an  Institution 
which  deserves  to  be  kept  up  as  long  as  there  are  children  destitute 
of  homes  or  wandering  about  the  streets,  in  all  kinds  of  wickedness 
and  depredations.  In  answer  Sir  to  your  first  question,  G.  H.  still 
remains  with  us.  Question  second ; he  is  honest,  industrious  and 
improved  in  education.  Third  : he  attends  Sabbath-school  except  in 
the  winter,  as  we  are  one  and  a half  miles  from  the  school,  but  his 
Sunday  exercises  are  attended  to  by  us,  and  I also  give  him  a chapter 
or  two  to  read  in  the  evening  besides  committing  to  memory  some 
verses  in  the  Bible.  Gluestion  fourth ; he  is  like  most  boys  as 
regards  respectability,  for  he  is  generally  very  forward  and  has  a 
great  deal  to  sa.y  if  he  meets  any  one,  about  farming,  stock,  &c.  With 
these  answers  I close,  after  stating  that  he  has  been  remarkably  heal- 
thy and  still  remains  so.  He  often  speaks  about  you  and  has  a great 
attachment  to  you  and  also  the  Institution,  for  it  is  his  frequent  conver- 
sation to  my  children,  telling  them  the  hours  of  study,  work,  play,  &c. 
I shall  let  G.  write  you  a letter  which  will  please  him  as  he  esteems 
you  very  highly  and  often  makes  mention  of  you.  If  you  should 
come  to  N.  you  will  find  my  residence  one  and  a half  miles  from  the 
city.  I close,  and  may  Providence  smile  on  you  and  the  Managers 
of  your  Institution. 

Y ours  respectfully, 

D.  C. 


July  15  ih  1843. 

Dear  Sir: 

Not  having  been  stationary  this  spring,  I have  neglected  to 
report  the  progress  of  H.  C.,  the  colored  boy  I obtained  from  the 
House  of  Refuge,  three  years  since.  He  does  very  well  in  every- 
thing but  learning,  in  which  he  makes  but  very  slow  progress,  in 
consequence  of  his  great  deficiency  of  memory.  We  quite  despair  of 
his  getting  further  than  four  letters  in  spelling.  In  Arithmetic  we 
got  him  through  the  first  three  rules,  when  he  was  absent  about  a 
month  and  on  his  return  had  no  idea  of  the  most  simple  sum  of 
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Addition.  He  is  a good  gardener,  hostler,  and  house-servant,  very 
honest  and  sober,  and  of  a most  excellent  disposition,  and  has  thus 
far  passed  through  the  temptations  of  life  unscathed.  We  keep  a 
strict  eye  upon  him,  and  he  gives  us  no  trouble — often  speaks  of 
your  kindness,  and  is  very  anxious  to  return  to  the  city  that  he  may 
see  you.  His  time  will  be  up  in  March,  1845. 

I remain  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J. 


B.  J .,  November  11  th,  1843. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Agreeable  to  request  (of  circular  adressed  me  and  accom- 
panying the  indenture  of  Sandy,)  I address  the  Institution,  and  be 
assured  it  affords  me  a great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  give  so  good 
an  account  of  Sandy.  He  has  the  general  work  of  a farm  to  attend 
to,  viz.  we  milk  six  cows  and  feed  and  fodder  them  and  the  cattle  and 
calves,  clean  a span  of  almost  white  horses  and  feed  before  breakfast, 
and  much  to  Sandy’s  credit  he  takes  delight  in  keeping  and  making 
his  horses  look  a little  better  than  any  other  team  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. He  feels  quite  proud  when  I am  detained  in  town  over  night 
and  come  back  with  the  horses  all  stained  up  from  under  the  charge 
of  professed  hostlers  who  do  not  clean  the  team  as  well  as  he  does. 
After  breakfast  there  is  wTood  to  chop  and  split,  water  to  draw  from 
the  spring  &c.,  all  of  which  Sandy  is  as  good  at  as  I am.  Of  our 
farm-work,  he  can  hoe  potatoes  and  corn  or  dig  potatoes,  pull  beets, 
turnips,  husk  corn,  &c.  as  well  as  I ean,  as  also  he  can  most  other 
work,  except  it  be  beyond  his  strength. 

Next  summer  he  thinks  he  can  cut  as  much  grass  as  I can,  I 
shall  give  him  a scythe  and  let  him  try.  He  expects  to  make  con- 
siderable next  harvest  as  raker  and  binder,  (last  harvest  he  was 
hardly  strong  enough  except  to  bind  some  very  light  oats.) 

In  hunting  cattle  (and  we  have  had  a great  deal  of  it  to  do,  our 
pasture  is  so  large,  being  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a large  prarie,) 
Sandy  beats  me  all  to  pieces,  for  he  is  an  excellent  horseman,  (we 
ride  bareback ) He  delights  to  get  his  cattle  up  when  no  other  boy 
in  the  neighborhood  can,  which  he  has  frequently  done  in  very  dark 
nights.  I have  sometimes  feared  he  was  lost,  but  he  says  there  is  no 
danger  of  that,  for  you  can’t  lose  the  horses  and  he  can  stick  to  the 
horse  he  knows. 

When  we  arrived  here,  Sandy  was  very  sullen  and  saucy,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  flog  him ; and  after  about  six  months  he  in  company 
with  one  of  my  neighbour’s  boys  ran  away  ; we  however  found  them 
at  night  about  9 o’clock  camped  in  the  woods  with  a good  fire,  proba- 
bly left  by  some  travellers.  Brought  them  home,  gave  Sandy  a 
severe  flogging,  and  then  resolved  never  to  do  the  like  again  and 
have  taken  an  entire  different  course  to  bring  him  up. 

I commenced  by  appealing  to  his  feelings  and  talking  to  him  and 
giving  him  encouragement  in  various  ways,  making  him  to  have  con- 
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fidence  in  himself.  In  hurrying  times  such  as  haying,  harvesting, 
and  cleaning  up  grain,  I made  a bargain  with  him,  and  he  has  earned 
enough  in  that  way,  extra  work,  to  pay  for  part  of  his  winter  clothing, 
and  he  has  also  a fine  calf.  It  is  my  intention  to  turn  his  earning, 
into  stock,  and  in  course  of  a few  years  he  will  have  quite  a smart 
chance  of  cattle.  Don’t  think  I shall  ever  flog  again,  I am  well  con- 
vinced it  does  no  good.  Sandy  now  has  a regard  for  me  and  takes  an 
interest  in  things  ; flogging  would  only  make  him  do  what  he  was 
compelled  to  through  fear.  One  cheerful  hand  is  worth  a dozen 
grouty  ones.  You  would  hardly  recognize  Sandy,  he  has  grown  so. 
I should  think  he  would  weigh  full  one  half  more  than  when  he  left 
the  Refuge.  He  is  about  as  large  as  I am  except  in  height,  and  is 
healthy  and  strong  as  a young  giant.  In  fact  1 hardly  know  what 
or  how  I should  do  without  Sandy,  and  feel  under  many  and  lasting 
obligations  to  you  for  your  kindness  and  selection  of  such  a good  boy 
as  Sandy.  We  commence  our  school  again  in  a few  days,  and  I 
intend  Sandy  shall  write  you  before  spring,  perhaps  about  New- 
Years.  My  long  delay  in  writing  has  been  to  give  a good  account 
of  the  boy,  which  l am  now  able  to  do.  In  hopes  to  hear  from  you 
occasionally,  particularly  if  you  could  communicate  any  thing  to  the 
interest  of  the  boy. 

I remain  yours, 

E.  P.  D. 

To  David  Terry,  Jr.  Esq. 

Superintendent,  House  of  Refuge,  N.  Y. 

P.  S.  Sandy  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  you,  and  says  he  will 
write  you  as  I have  promised  above. 


November  1 1th,  1843. 

Dear  Sir  : 

You  will  probably  discover  by  your  record  that  J.  C.’s 
indentures  will  be  out  the  fourth  of  July  next,  and  he  thinks  that  he 
will  be  twenty-one  near  the  twentieth  of  next  month.  I have  agreed 
to  let  him  go  and  take  up  his  indentures  at  that  time,  if  it  is  in 
accordance  with  your  rules.  I wish  you  would  send  them  by  my 
brother. 

John  has  conducted  himself  with  propriety  since  he  has  been  with 
me,  and  now  stands  as  fair  as  any  young  man  in  this  place,  and  I 
consider  him  qualified  to  conduct  business  in  any  country  place  with 
propriety  and  profit.  I have  proposed  to  him  to  take  charge  of  my 
shop  as  an  equal  partner  for  the  year  to  come.  I don’t  know  as  he 
has  decided  yet  what  course  to  take. 


I remain  your  friend, 


A.  P.  S. 

a 
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S.  C.,  April  lltli , 1843. 

Mr  Terry  Jr., 

Sir  : 

According  to  your  request  I now  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  sending  you  a few  lines  to  let  you  hear  from  your  children  that  you 
have  committed  to  my  care  ; you  know  in  such  cases  we  must 
only  tell  of  that  which  is  past.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  I have  been  very  much  pleased  with  them.  So  far  they  are 
both  enjoying  very  good  health  ; E.  you  know  had  her  growth  very 
near  when  she  came  in  the  country,  but  she  is  something  more  fleshy ; 
she  is  a smart,  industrious  girl.  Robert,  the  colored  boy,  has  grown 
very  much,  and  has  behaved  himself  remarkably  well ; they  have 
lived  with  us  so  long  that  I feel  very  much  interested  for  their 
welfare.  (For  further  particulars  enquire  of  the  bearer,  as  he  has 
lived  a near  neighbour.) 

Your  well  wisher, 

A.  G.  Y. 


December  1 6th,  1843. 


Mr.  David  Terry, 

I received  your  letter  December  13th.  I have  never  wrote 
you  a letter  since  I have  had  F.,  I know  I ought  to  have  wrote  long 
i ago  to  let  you  know  about  F.  He  is  still  with  me,  he  has  always 
enjoyed  good  health  since  I harm  had  him.  His  eyes  have  got  well, 
i he  has  always  been  a very  good  boy  and  he  appears  to  be  satisfied ; 

> he  is  honest  and  industrious  and  has  improved  in  education,  he  has 
attended  Sabbath-school  regularly.  I intend  to  send  him  to  school 
■ this  winter.  He  has  learned  to  be  quite  a farmer,  he  can  plough  with 
the  oxen,  and  harrow,  and  husk  corn,  and  dig  potatoes  ; he  is  very 
handy  about  the  house,  he  can  milk  and  churn.  I am  very  much 
pleased  with  him.  I believe  I have  nothing  more  at  present. 


J.  I.  Y. 


GIRLS. 


April  15  th.,  1843. 

Mr.  Terry,  , 

I thought  it  my  duty  to  write  to  you  concerning  C.  R,  the 
girl  I took  from  the  Refuge.  I must  say  she  has  behaved  herself  well 
and  been  faithful  in  her  services  ; so  much  so  that  we  feel  very  much 
pleased  with  her,  and  believe  she  feels  perfect ly  well  satisfied  with  us 
and  said  she  feels  more  at  home  with  us  than  she  did  with  her  parents. 
She  do’nt  go  to  church  so  often  as  she  would  wish  to.  We  live  some 
distance  from  church  and  when  we  go  we  have  to  leave  her  at  home 
to  take  care  of  the  children.  I have  nothing  more  particular  at  this 
•ime. 


Your  most  obedient, 

J.  J.  D.C. 
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May  25th,  1843. 

Mr.  Terry, 

I must  apologize  for  not  writing  you  before  this  concerning 
the  girl,  E .1.  F.,  I procured  from  the  Refuge  last. 

I am  increasingly  thankful  for  the  favor  bestowed  by  your  Institu- 
tion, in  saving  that  child  from  the  degradation  which  inevitably  await- 
ed her,  had  she  not  been  rescued  at  the  precise  time  she  was.  Her 
character  is  good.  She  is  truthful,  honest,  industrious,  attends  the 
Sabbath  school  and  delights  in  study.  I earnestly  hope  that  e’er  long 
she  may  “ find  the  pearl  of  great  price.” 

Respectfully  and  affectionately  yours, 

W.  K.  I. 


October  12th.,  1843. 


Mr.  Terry, 

Last  June  was  five  years  since  I received  from  your  valuable 

Institution,  a colored  girl  by  the  name  of  P.  P , I endeavored  to 

treat  her  kindly  while  she  lived  with  us.  She  proved  to  be  a very 
good  girl.  Nearly  two  years  since  she  experienced  religion  and  join- 
ed the  church  my  husband  is  pastor  of,  she  is  a very  consistent  Christ- 
ian and  was  very  much  esteemed  by  the  church.  Knowing  that  she 
could  command  wages  that  our  income  would  not  warrant  us  to  give, 
I recommended  her  to  my  brother’s  family,  he  is  pastor  of  the  church 

in  the  city  of  R , she  is  now  living  with  them,  and  they  think 

they  have  an  excellent  girl.  This  will  no  doubt  be  very  gratifying  to 
hear  from  one  from  your  Institution  doing  so  well. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

Mrs.  J.  G.  W. 


December  25th.,  1843. 

David  Terry,  Jr.,  Esq., 

Superintendent,  New  York  House  of  Refuge, 

Sir, 

I had  intended  to  call  on  you  when  last  in  the  city,  but  an  unusual 
press  of  other  duties  so  fully  occupied  the  limited  period  of  my  stay, 
that  I was  unable  to  do  it. 

M.  G.,  who  was  indentured  to  us,  by  you,  in  June,  1842,  is  still  with 
us  ; she  has  improved  in  many  respects,  I name  two,  and  assign  their 
apparent  causes.  She  had  been  addicted  to  lying  and  pilfering  for 
months  before  she  was  sent  to  your  Institution,  there  she  was  taught 
to  read  and  when  she  came  away  she  brought  the  Bible  which  you 
gave  her.  She  has  made  that  book  the  companion  of  most  of  her  lei- 
sure hours,  and  committed  chapter  after  chapter  to  memory  and  recited 
them  to  Mrs.  I.,  she  also  attends  the  Bible  class  and  family  worship 
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morning  and  evening.  She  is  now  a girl  of  unimpeachable  veracity, 
and  has  not  to  our  knowledge  taken  the  value  of  a pin  from  any  one 
in  the  family  for  the  past  eighteen  months.  She  says  the  manner  of 
her  past  life  occasions  her  many  pangs  of  bitter  regret,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  interposing  influence  of  the  Refuge,  she  would  in  all 
probability  have  been  an  abandoned  outcast  from  society.  During  a 
precious  work  of  grace  in  this  town  about  a year  ago,  her  mind  was 
deeply  exercised,  and  resulted,  as  she  hopes,  in  a change  of  heart,  and 
the  commencement  of  a new,  spiritual  lile.  The  pastor  and  officers  of 
the  church  regard  her  doctrinal  views,  Christian  experience,  and  man- 
ner of  life,  as  entitling  her  to  be  received  into  full  membership  of  the 
church,  and  she  is  now  received.  Another  beautiful  illustration,  is 
this,  of’  the  declaration,  11  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  and  thou 
shalt  find  it  after  many  days.”  Mary  is  the  third  girl  whom  you  have 
indentured  to  us  within  the  past  seven  years,  and  I am  happy  to  say, 
that  thus  far  we  have  had  no  great  reason  to  complain,  but  much  to 
be  thankful  for.  Very  respectfully,  your  friend. 


LETTERS 

FROM  CHILDREN  STILL  IN  THEIR  APPRENTICESHIP. 

BOYS. 

Feb.  21s<  1843. 

Dear  Friend, 

I take  this  opportunity  to  write  a few  lines  to  you,  to  let  you 
know  I and  my  family  are  well,  and  I want  to  hear  from  you  and  all 
the  officers  how  they  are  ; and  I want  to  know  who  the  officers  are. 
The  reason  I want  to  know  who  is  there,  is,  because  I was  there  one 
year  and  a half,  and  I do,  or  did  at  that  time  believe  they  thought  a 
good  deal  of  me,  as  I did  of  them.  I have  been  to  visit  them  once,  and 
they  used  me  like  a gentleman,  because  I think  they  were  very  glad 
to  see  me.  1 think  there  are  no  boys  there  now  who  remember  any 
thing  about  me  ; but  however,  I want  you  to  give  my  respects  to 
them.  I would  come  and  see  them,  but  I am  a poor  man.  It  is  hard 
times  in  this  country,  but  however,  I think  I get  as  much  to  eat  and 
drink  and  wear  as  any  poor  man  that  is  situated  as  I am.  I have 
had  a great  deal  of  bad  luck  since  I have  been  keeping  house.  I had 
my  house  burned  up  last  spring,  and  I have  lost  two  cows  ; they  were 
worth  forty-eight  dollars.  I have  lost  one  horse  worth  sixty  dollars, 
and  all  the  losses  T have  had  in  threeyears  was  worth  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ; and  now  I am  not  worth  what  the  old  law  allows  me.  I am 
very  poor  at  present,  but,  in  good  health,  and  I thank  God  for  it  with 
all  my  heart.  And  now  here  is  one  thing  more  : if  you  have  got  any 
History  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  send  me  one,  so  that  I can  remern- 
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ber  it,  and  the  Officers  by  it ; and  so  that  I can  show  it  to  my  neigh- 
bors, for  we  have  often  talked  about  it.  Look  on  your  books  and 
look  at  my  conduct,  and  see  if  I am  not  worthy  of  one.  Do  not  for- 
get me,  dear  friands,  I say  do  not  forget  me.  I send  my  love  to  you  all. 

C.  C. 


March  17,  1843. 

Dear  Sir, 

I now  for  the  first  time  write  a few  lines  to  you.  t have  never 
wrote  to  the  House  before.  I live  with  Mr.  S.  now,  and  it  is  a first 
rate  place  ; I went  away  last  fall  and  that  is  the  time  1 miss’d  it.  Mr. 
H.  O.  told  me  to  run  away  five  years  ago,  but  I did  not  listen  to  him  ; 
I told  Mr.  S.,  but  he  thought  he  was  not  much  of  a man,  so  he  never 
done  any  thing  about  it.  Mr.  G.  O.  O.  is  about  minus.  J.  D.  is  well 
and  fat  as  a pig,  because  he  has  a first  rate  place,  for  I lived  there  and 
1 know  there  is  a great  difference  in  places  ; for  I had  enough  to  eat, 
drink  and  wear,  and  that  which  was  the  first  rate — butter  as  thick 
as  the  bread.  The  boys  are  all  well  from  the  House.  I must  close 
by  subscribing  myself  your  affectionate  boy,  J.  B.  Beware  of  the  O. 
family,  for  the  people  think  they  don’t  do  the  boys  any  good.  One  of 
the  boys  was  coming  along  the  road  one  day,  “ well  A.  how  do  you 
live  there,  if  they  don’t  use  you  well  come  to  me,  for  I am  put  in  to 
take  care  of  the  boys.  J.  B. 

J.  D.  says  he  is  well,  and  he  likes  his  place  well,  and  his  master 
and  mistress,  and  loves  to  live  here,  and  says  he  has  enough  to  eat 
and  drink,  and  goes  to  meeting  every  Sabbath,  and  he  sends  his  love 
to  all  the  boys,  and  wants  them  to  be  good  boys  and  do  well,  so  that 
they  can  be  made  men  of.  This  from  J.  D. 


March  25 Ih,  1843. 

Dear  Sir, 

I take  my  pen  to  inform  you  that  I am  well,  and  have  enjoyed 
good  health  ever  since  I left  you.  I feel  contented,  and  am  willing  to 
serve  my  apprenticeship,  which  I think  will  be  to  my  advantage.  I 
received  your  letter  with  thanks.  I was  very  happy  to  hear  from  my 
parents  that  they  are  well,  and  I hope  that  these  lines  will  find  you 
the  same,  and  as  you  speak  of  grandmother’s  death,  I am  left  to  mourn 
for  her,  she  has  passed  through  that  which  we  all  have  got  to  pass 
through  ; if  she  has  gone  to  be  better  off,  I have  no  reason  to  mourn 
for  her,  which  I hope  and  trust  she  has. 

J.  V. 


March  28th,  1843. 


Dear  Sir, 

I take  the  opportunity  to  write  you  a few  lines.  J am  well 
and  all  the  family  are  well.  I hope  you  have  not  forgot  me.  I am 
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sorry  for  not  writing  to  you  before  to  let  you  know  that  I have  not 
forgot  the  instruction  I received  when  I was  there.  I like  my  place 
well,  and  think  I will  stay  a month  or  two  after  my  time  is  out.  I 
hope  that  all  the  boys  will  stay  their  time  out  as  I have  done,  and  I 
hope  that  all  that  are  there  now,  will  remember  that  there  is  a day 
coming  when  if  we  live,  we  will  become  men  of  business  and  farmers 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  I have  yet  a few  words  more  to 
write,  and  it  is  this,  I hope  that  all  the  boys  and  girls  will  sign  the 
Temperance  Pledge,  and  drink  not,  handle  not,  taste  not.  Give  my 
love  to  all  the  boys  ; officers  also.  I intend  to  come  and  see  you  all 

the  15  th  day  of  June,  if  lam  well  then.  I like  Mr.  P well. 

I have  been  to  school  also. 

F.  W.  T.  H. 


April  30 Ih,  1S43. 


Mr.  Terry  : 

Dear  friend,  I am  happy  of  this  opportunity  of  addressing  a 

few  lines  to  you  sir,  by  Mr.  D , to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks 

for  the  many  favors  you  have  shown  to  me,  a poor  little  orphan  boy. 
And  I am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  I have  a very  good  and  comforta- 
ble place,  and  have  plenty  to  eat  and  plenty  to  wear,  and  am  very 
well  contented,  and  I hope  I shall  learn  a great  deal  this  winter.  I 
have  read  my  Bible  through  once  and  have  begun  it  again.  I have 
Baxter’s  Saints’  Rest  and  Baxter’s  Dying  Thoughts,  and  the  Youth’s 
Magazine,  with  some  other  good  books,  so  no  more  at  present  sir,  but 

I remain  your  friend  sincerely.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M join  with  me  in 

love  to  you. 


G.  W. 


October  ISth,  1843. 

Mr.  Terry, 

Sir,  after  so  long  a time,  I take  my  pen  in  hand  to  inform  }-ou 
of  my  welfare.  I like  living  here  very  much.  I like  being  a farmer 
very  well.  We  have  plenty  of  work.  We  are  very  busy  gathering 
our  crops.  We  have  plenty  of  walnuts  and  chestnuts,  which  I like 
first  rate.  I have  been  well  contented,  except  once,  when  S.  B.  en- 
ticed me  to  go  and  see  my  mother.  We  started  from  the  meeting- 
house on  a Sabbath  morning.  We  got  about  five  miles,  when  Mr.  B. 
and  Mr.  S.  overtook  us.  I was  very  glad  to  see  them  for  my  part,  and 
glad  to  get  home,  and  have  ever  since  been  contented.  I attend 
meeting  and  Sabbath  School  every  Sabbath  I attend  singing 
school,  and  expect  to  go  to  school  this  winter.  Mr.  B.  is  very 
kind  to  me,  and  I like  living  here.  I should  have  written  before,  but 
Miss  B.  was  sick  a long  time,  but  is  better  now.  This  from 

T.  S. 

I forgot  to  tell  you  that  I have  seen  my  brother  James.  He  said 
that  he  was  well  contented.  Mr.  B.  says  I may  go  and  see  him  this 

fall. 
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February  6,  1843. 

Dear  Mr.  Terry, 

I write  to  inform  you  that  I am  well,  and  hope  my  lines  will 
find  you  and  your  family  the  same.  I rejoice  that  I still  have  an  in- 
terest in  the  Saviour,  and  have  a prospect  of  meeting  you  and  Miss 
Taylor,  under  whose  care  I was  once  placed,  and  from  whom  I have 
taken  sweet  counsel,  in  Heaven.  Twice  when  I have  been  to  see 
you,  you  asked  ine  who  our  preachers  were  ; I answer  they  are  Mr. 
W.  and  Mr.  E.  We  have  meeting  near  by  home.  I live  yet  at  my 
old  home  and  have  no  desire  to  leave  it.  I have  all  the  privileges  that 
I would  were  I their  daughter.  We  have  lived  here  near  four  years 
and  I have  not  been  able  to  hear  from  my  mother,  though  I have  wrote 
a number  of  times,  and  I am  getting  very  uneasy  about  her.  If  you 
have  heard  any  thing  from  her  or  my  sisters  or  brothers  I should  be 
glad  to  know  it.  Please  to  write  and  let  me  know  if  your  family  and 
sister  Taylor  are  all  well.  I expect  that  Mr.  A.  will  be  in  New-York 
next  fall  ; then  I hope  to  hear  more  particularly  from  you,  and  I think 
to  come  to  see  you  myself  as  soon  as  I can.  Yours  with  respect. 
Give  my  respects  to  all  the  girls.  Please  direct  the  letter  to  J.  A. 

I have  a little  more  to  say.  Mr.  A.  offered  me  wages  as  soon,  and 
before  my  time  was  out.  I refused  it,  telling  him  he  might  do  by  me 
as  he  pleased.  I have  got  a plenty  of  good  clothes,  a good  new  bed  ; 
he  gave  me  a calf  and  three  lambs  ; they  have  grown  up,  so  I have 
got  a cow  and  three  sheep,  and  I shall  stay  here  until  I am  sure  of  do- 
ing better,  for  I have  the  promise  of  a good  home  as  long  as  I wish. 
If  you  think  I can  do  better,  please  tell  me  so. 

C.  L. 


IJ — , February  22nd,  1843. 

Dear  Sir, 

I now  take  this  favorable  opportunity  of  writing  these  few  lines 
to  you,  wishing  to  tell  you  that  I am  well,  and  I hope  this  may  find 
you  enjoying  health  also.  Please  give  my  love  to  the  Matrons,  and 
all  the  girls.  Tell  them  that  I am  much  pleased  with  my  place,  and 
have  many  privileges  which  other  girls  from  the  Refuge  have  not.  I 
am  pleased  to  think  that  I have  found  such  good  people  to  live  with. 

I sometimes  visit  with  the  family,  when  they  visit  their  relations,  and 
I enjoy  myself  very  much.  I have  had  some  pleasant  rides  this  winter. 

I have  been  through  G.  and  I think  it  is  a very  pleasant  place.  I 
have  been  at  a meeting  in  W.  and  I have  attended  a Temperance 
meeting  and  a Singing  school.  I attend  a Sabbath  school  in  the  sum- 
mer, which  is  held  at  the  A.  R.  church.  The  Sabbath  school  is  not 
continued  through  the  winter,  but  I,  together  with  Mrs.  P’s.  children, ! 
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have  to  get  a lesson  in  the  Catechism  on  Sabbath  days,  and  recite  our 
lessons  to  Mrs.  P.  in  the  evening.  I strive  to  learn  my  lessons  well, 
so  that  Mrs.  P.  may  think  well  of  me. 

Give  my  love  to  Mr.  Spencer,  and  to  all  my  acquaintances  in  the 
Refuge.  I am  going  to  school  this  winter.  [ am  studying  Geography, 
learning  to  read,  write,  and  cipher  .;  and  I am  very  much  pleased  with 
all  these  interesting  studies.  We  have  a school  taught  in  the  house  this 
winter.  The  teacher’s  name  is  Miss  A.  She  has  a small  school  of  nine 
scholars.  We  have  a very  nice  school  room.  I think  it  is  much  bet- 
ter for  me  than  going  through  the  snow  to  a District  School,  as  many 
children  who  live  in  the  country  have  to  do. 

Please  to  excuse  all  my  mistakes,  and  send  me  an  answer. 

J.  F. 


December  3rd,  1843. 

Dear  Matron, 

I am  about  to  inform  you  of  my  situation.  It  is  about  two 
years  ago  since  I left  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  in  seven  months  more 
I will  be  eighteen,  and  then  I calculate  to  come  back  and  see  you 
all.  I live  about  50  miles  from  the  city,  a place  that  I never  was  to  be- 
fore in  my  life.  To  do  country  work,  it  came  very  unhandy  to  me 
in  the  first  place,  but  now  I can  do  it  very  well,  such  as  baking, 
making  butter,  milking,  knitting  stockings,  mittens,  &c.  I have  four 
cows  to  milk,  three  pigs  to  feed,  and  geese  to  pick,  and  I have  got  to 
be  quite  a dress  maker.  I can  cut  all  my  own  dresses  and  make  my 
clothes.  I can  make  fine  shirts  for  stores.  I felt  lonesome  when  I 
first  came  away,  for  I was  in  a strange  land  and  everj'  body  were 
strangers  to  me,  and  I almost  wished  myself  back  again.  However, 

I got  over  it,  Mr.  S being  a very  clever  man,  and  I soon  found 

friends  again.  Mrs.  S is  a very  little  woman  about  the  size  of 

myself,  and  so  we  are  two  little  folks  together.  She  is  a very  sickly 
woman,  and  all  the  care  of  the  family  comes  upon  me.  He  has  three 
children,  but  most  of  the  time  the  family  is  very  large,  as  he  has  been 
building  and  has  a large  farm  to  till ; but  I get  along  middling  well 
for  one  so  young  in  years.  I enjpy  very  good  health  and  I am  fond 
of  pudding  and  milk.  I can  have  it  any  time  I want  it,  and  apples 
plenty  too.  I have  tried  not  to  forget  the  two  first  rules  of  the  House. 
I feel  very  grateful  to  you  all  for  having  been  in  your  care  and  for  re- 
ceiving instruction  and  good  advice.  I hope  all  others  who  become 
inmates  of  the  Institution  may  be  grateful  for  the  same.  As  I have  a 
very  bad  pen  I will  close  my  letter.  Give  my  love  to  Mr.  Terry,  Mr. 
Spencer,  and  all  the  girls.  Write  me  an  answer  as  soon  as  you  can. 

From  L.  G. 


D December  27 th  1843. 

Dear  Miss  Myers, 

I now  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  address  a few  lines  to  you,  to  let  you 
know  I have  not  forgotten  your  kindness  to  me.  I often  think  of  you, 

4* 
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and  my  companions  that  I left  in  the  Refuge.  I like  my  place  very 
much  indeed  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  are  very  kind  to  me.  I attend  church 
■with  them,  and  they  have  a bible  class  of  their  own ; I attend  it. 
When  t came  here  I was  a stranger  to  all,  and  besides  the  country 
seemed  very  strange  to  me.  It  is  a handsome  town  and  very  pleasant- 
ly situated.  I have  learned  to  write  and  read  a little  since  I have  been 
here.  I have  heard  from  Elizabeth  B.  since  I have  been  here,  twice  ; 
she  only  lives  fifteen  miles  from  me.  I have  also  heard  from  Melinda 
C.,  who  lives  twenty-two  miles  from  me,  and  they  were  both  well 
when  I heard  from  them  the  last  time.  Please  give  my  love  to  Mr. 
Terry,  Mr  McKenny,  Miss  Ferguson,  Miss  King,  and  all  the  girls, 
and  all  the  visiting  committee.  Please  read  this  to  the  girls. 

I remain  your  affectionate  girl, 

M.  E.  G. 
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COPY  OF  A LETTER  GIVEN  TO  MASTERS  OF 
CHILDREN. 

House  of  Refuge,  JYew-York , 184 

THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  REFORMATION  OF 
JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS, 

To 

Sir, 

We  have  consented  to  bind  one  of  the 

children  under  our  care  in  the  House  of  Refuge,  to  you,  as  an  ap- 
prentice, pursuant  to  powers  given  to  us  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State. 

We  should  not  have  done  this,  had  not  our  inquiries  as  to  your 
character  induced  us  to  believe  that  your  example,  and  your  treat- 
ment of  this  young  person,  will  be  such  as  may  tend  to  perfect  the 
moral  reformation,  we  have  reason  to  hope,  has  experienced  since 
has  been  in  the  asylum  under  our  charge. 

Great  pains  are  taken  to  impress  on  the  children  committed  to  the 
House  of  Refuge,  a love  of  truth*  to  give  them  religious  instruction, 
habits  of  order  and  industry,  and  to  teach  them  to  be  respectful  and 
obedient.  We  have  found  from  experience,  that  this  may  be  done  by  a 
steady  and  firm  conduct,  not  incompatible  with  great  kindness.  We 
are  persuaded  that  most  children  may  be  more  easily  and  more  effect- 
ually governed,  by  proper  appeals  to  their  moral  feelings,  than  by 
corporal  punishments,  and  that  where  these  are  inflicted  frequently  and 
with  severity,  it  oftener  marks  a want  of  sense  or  humanity  on  the  one 
part,  than  demerit  on  the  other. 

We  hope  the  system  we  pursue  will  have  had  an  effect  on  the 
child  you  will  receive  from  us,  which  will  render  useful  to  you, 

and  contribute  to  rfiake  a worthy  member  of  society,  when 
connection  with  you  shall  cease.  But  this  cannot  be  expected,  unless 
you,  to  whose  care  will  now  be  committed,  interest  yourself  in 

welfare. 

It  has  not  been  concealed  from  you,  and  ought  not  to  be  forgotten, 
that  this  child  has  been  a delinquent.  We  beg,  therefore,  to  remind 
you  that  conduct  may  require  more  at  tention  than  might  be  thought 
necessary  to  one  who  had  never  been  led  from  the  paths  of  virtue. 
Should  your  kindness  and  care  redeem  this  child,  and  make  reli- 
gious, moral  and  industrious,  you  will  participate  with  us  in  those 
feelings  which  must  result  from  the  reflection  that  we  may  ha^e  con- 
tributed to  the  temporal  and  eternal  happiness  of  a fellow  being. 

It  is  particularly  requested  and  expected,  that  you  will  write  to  us 
or  to  our  Superintendent,  at  least  once  every  year , giving  an  account 
of  the  conduct  of  this  young  person.  This  is  desirable,  not  only  as  re- 
spects the  individual,  but  should  behave  as  we  hope  will, 

your  favorable  report  will  be  serviceable  to  our  Institution.  We  wish 

’The  two  rules  of  the  House  are,— 1st.  Never  to  tell  a lie  ; and  *2d.  Always  to  do  as  well  as 
they  know  how. 
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you  would  encourage  to  write  occasionally  to  our  Superintendent. 
We  are  happy  to  say,  that  the  accounts  we  have  had  of,  and  from  the 
children  we  have  bound  out,  have  been,  except  in  a very  few  in- 
stances, highly  satisfactory.  When  the  child’s  service  has  expired, 
it  is  desirable  that  should  receive  from  you  a certificate,  which 

may  express  your  opinion  of  conduct  while  under  your  care. 

With  a hope  that  you  may  find  your  apprentice  worthy  and  useful, 
and  that  may  find  in  you  an  able  instructor  and  a kind  master,  and 
with  our  best  wishes  for  and  your  happiness  and  prosperity,  we 
commit  to  your  care. 

By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  « 

Superintendent. 


COPY  OF  A LETTER  PUT  INTO  THE  HANDS  OF  EACH 
CHILD  ON  LEAVING  THE  REFUGE. 

House  of  Refuge , JYew-York , 184 

THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  REFORMATION  OF 
JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS, 


To 

You  are  about  to  leave  the  House  of  Refuge.  You  will  be 
bound  as  an  apprentice  to  a person,  who,  the  Managers  believe,  will 
provide  for  you,  instruct  you,  and  if  you  behave  well,  treat  you  with 
kindness. 

We  should  not  have  consented  to  part  with  you  at  this  time,  had 
not  your  conduct  given  us  reason  to  hope  that  the  religious  and  moral 
instruction  you  have  received  since  you  have  been  under  our  care, 
has  disposed  you  to  lead  an  honest,  industrious,  and  sober  life.  You 
are  now  of  an  age  when  you  are  capable  of  distinguishing  between  vir- 
tue and  vice  ; you  have  had  experience  that  must  teach  you,  that  if 
you  are  good  you  will  be  happy,  if  you  are  bad  you  must  be  miserable. 
You  cannot  but  have  perceived  how  much  your  welfare  depends  upon 
yourself,  and  upon  the  observance  of  the  precepts  you  have  seen 
inculcated  with  so  much  pains,  by  your  preceptors  in  the  House  of 
Refuge. 

Among  these  are  the  following: — You  are  always  to  tell  the  truth. 
You  are  to  be  obedient  to  those  under  whose  care  you  are  placed,  do- 
ing your  duty,  as  well  as  you  know  how,  industriously  and  cheerfully. 
You  are  to  be  civil  and  respectful  in  your  manners,  and  to  avoid  all 
bad  language.  You  will  find  time  that  you  may  employ,  not  only  in 
religious  reading  and  exercises,  but  in  improving  your  mind  and  in 
acquiring  such  learning  as  may  be  useful  to  you.  If  you  mean  to 
be  a good  and  respectable  you  will  not  fail  to  avail  yourself  of 

these  opportunities. 

Do  not  be  discouraged  by  what  has  happened,  from  striving  to  raise 
yourself  to  a respectable  station  in  the  world.  If  your  life  be  here- 
after exemplary,  the  errors  of  your  infancy  will  be  forgiven  or  forgotten. 
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In  our  happy  country,  every  honest  may  claim  the  reward 

merits.  Many  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens  have  been  the  ma- 
kers of  their  own  fortunes,  and  in  their  childhood  were  as  poor  and 
unprotected  as  you  have  been.  There  in  no  reason  why  you,  if  you 
pursue  the  course  they  have  done,  may  not  command  the  same  good 
fortune.  At  all  events  you  may  be  sure,  that  if  you  make  yourself 
master  of  your  business,  are  diligent  in  your  calling,  establish  a char- 
acter for  truth,  honesty,  industry,  and  sobriety,  you  cannot  fail  to  ob- 
tain a comfortable  living,  and  to  be  beloved  and  respected.  Look 
at  those  you  have  seen  in  poverty,  and  observe  those  you  will 
hereafter  meet  with,  who  are  in  want ; you  will  general^,  if  not  al- 
ways, find,  that  they  owe  their  condition  to  bad  company,  to  idleness 
and  intemperance,  which  not  only  debase  the  individual,  but  often 
make  all  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  connected  with  them  unhap- 
py, and  ashamed  to  acknowledge  any  relationship. 

When  you  see  a man,  and  particularly  a young  man,  irreligious,  fre- 
quenting bad  company,  given  to  drink,  and  using  profane  language  ; 
when  you  see  that  he  neglects  his  business,  is  wasting  his  time,  and 
taking  no  pains  to  learn,  you  may  be  sure  he  is  in  the  road  to  ruin  ; he 
has  no  chance  to  be  reputable ; he  can  hope  for  nothing  but  to  live 
all  his  days  from  hand  to  mouth,  in  want  and  wretchedness.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  you  see  a young  man  devout,  attentive  to  his  business, 
passing  his  leisure  time  soberly,  but  cheerfully,  with  companions  of 
whom  he  need  not  be  ashamed  : if  he  loses  no  opportunity  of  gaining 
religious  and  moral  instruction,  and  is  obedient  and  civil  in  his  manners, 
you  may  be  sure  when  left  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  he  will 
always  be  beforehand.  Instead  of  leading  a life  of  poverty  and  dis- 
grace, he  will  become  independent  and  happy,  and  may  have  around 
him  a family  and  friends  who  will  esteem  and  respect  him,  and  be 
proud  of  their  connection  with  one  so  deserving. 

You  well  know  the  evil  consequences  of  bad  company;  there  is 
nothing  as  to  which  you  ought  to  be  more  on  your  guard.  You  ought 
particularly  to  avoid  those  with  whom  you  associated  before  you  was 
placed  in  the  House  of  Refuge.  That  you  may  not  be  again  tempted 
by  these,  you  should  not  be  too  anxious  to  return  to  this  city,  and  put 
yourself  in  a situation  where  you  may  meet  with  them,  When  your 
time  of  service  is  out,  and  you  become  your  own  you  may 

have  a better  chance  of  success  in  the  world,  if  you  will  establish 
yourself  where  you  will  have  no  friends  but  those  jmu  may  hereafter 
make  by  your  good  conduct,  and  where  the  history  of  your  early  life  is 
unknown.  You  will  find  in  most  large  towns,  whether  in  this  country 
or  elsewhere,  Savings’  Banks  established.  These  are  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  make  small  gains  by  constant  industry  ; and  we 
recommend  to  you  when  you  have  any  money  to  spare,  to  put  it  in 
one  of  these  institutions.  Tfyou  should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so,  your  money  will  be  secure.  You  will  be  less  tempted  to  spend  it 
than  if  you  kept  it  by  you  ; and  as  the  Savings’  Banks  allow  interest 
on  all  deposited,  your  money  will  be  increasing  ; so  that  if  from  time  to 
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time  you  make  only  small  doposits,  you  may  in  the  course  of  a few 
years  have  a considerable  sum,  with  which  you  may  advantageously 
commence  business. 

It  will  always  be  gratifying  to  us  to  hear  of  your  welfare.  . We 
shall  be  pleased  to  learn  that  you  preserve  and  often  read  this  letter. 
We  wish  you  occasionally  to  write  to  our  superintendent ; you  will 
always  find  in  him  and  in  us,  friends  ready  to  advise  and  serve  you. 

Committing  you  to  the  protection  of  Providence,  and  to  the  care 
of  your  employer,  and  repeating  our  admonition  to  you,  to  be  reli- 
gious, to  love  the  truth,  to  be  sober  and  industrious,  and  to  avoid  bad 
company,  we  bid  you  farewell. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

Superintendent. 


COPY  OF  A LETTER  SENT  TO  THOSE  MASTERS  WHO 
OMIT  WRITING  TO  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
ONCE  A YEAR. 

House  of  Refuge , New-  York,  184 

Respected  Friend, 

In  18  was  indentured  to  you  from 

this  Institution:  not  having  heard  from  since  18  the 

Managers  are  very  desirous  to  obtain  information  relative  to  In 

order  to  indicate  the  particular  information  wished  for,  they  have 
framed  the  following  questions,  which  you  will  please  to  answer  ; 
viz : — 

1st.  Does  still  remain  with  you  1 

2nd.  If  still  with  you,  is  honest,  industrious,  and  improved  in 

education  % 

3rd.  Does  regularly  attend  Sunday  School  1 

4th.  Is  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and  usefulness  ? 

5th.  If  has  left  you,  and  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  service,  please  name  the  cause,  and  where  is  supposed  to  have 
gone. 

6th.  If  remained  for  the  time  specified  in  indentures,  with 
what  prospects  did  leave,  and  where  is  now,  and  of  what  cha- 
racter ? 

A brief  answer  to  each  question  will  be  gratifying  to  us,  and  greatly 
serve  the  good  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Your  early  atten- 
tion to  the  contents  of  this  circular , and  any  other  interesting  informa- 
tion you  may  communicate  concerning  our  child,  will  be  regarded  as 
a favor  by  the  Managers  of  this  Institution. 

By  order  of  the  Indenturing  Committee. 

Superintendent. 


FORM  OF  A BEQUEST 


I give  and  bequeath  unto  ‘‘The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents,”  in  the  city  of  New-York,  the  sum  of 

to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  for  the 
use  of  said  Society, 


